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 Boundary and Annexation Survey
 Incorporated Place
 Consolidated City
 County and Equivalent 
 Minor Civil Division (county subdivision)
 State and Equivalent
 Subbarrio (Subminor Civil Division)
 Alaska Native Regional Corporation 
 American Indian/Alaska Native/Native 

Hawaiian Area
 American Indian Tribal Subdivision 
 Urban Growth Areas

Legal 
Legal entities originate from legal actions, treaties, statutes, ordinances, resolutions, court decisions, 

etc.



 Participant Statistical Areas Program
 Block Group 
 Census County Division (county subdivision)
 Census Designated Place 
 Census Tract 
 Oklahoma Tribal Statistical Areas
 Alaska Native Village Statistical Areas (ANVSAs)
 State Recognized Tribal Areas
 State Designated Tribal Statistical Areas
 Tribal Census Tract 
 Tribal Block Group

 Redistricting Data
 Block Boundary Suggestion Project

 Block
 34 States made submissions in 2016 including 1,150 Counties

*Statistical units are geographical areas defined solely for data collection, tabulation and analysis.

Statistical 
Pre-2020 Census



Geographic Partnership Opportunities
The 2020 Census

Local Update of Census Addresses

Participant Statistical Areas Program

Geographic Support System

Boundary and Annexation Survey

Tools:  GUPS



Boundary & Annexation Survey (BAS)

Participation Options:

GUPS (Geographic Update Partnership Software)

Digital (Commercial GIS)

Paper Maps

Participation Options & Schedule 

Deadlines:
• March 1 of Survey Year:  updates reflected in American Community 

Survey (ACS) 

• May 31 of Survey Year:  updates reflected in the following year’s BAS 



2020 Participant Statistical Areas Program 

(PSAP)

Participation Options & Schedule

Tentative Schedule:

• Program Invitation - Spring 2017
• Materials Available - Winter 2018
• PSAP Verification - Fall/Winter 2019

• Standard Statistical Geographies:                                                                        

• Tribal Statistical Geographies: GUPS

Paper Maps

or

GUPS 



Geographic Support System (GSS)
Opportunity to submit addresses and spatial data to Census Bureau 

on a continual basis

Goal:  Add new addresses to the Master Address File (MAF), new streets to 
TIGER, and resolve address and spatial inconsistencies

 Must meet minimum Address Guidelines
 After acquiring partner data, Census performs content verification to 

determine usability
 Crosswalk, standardize, match, and geocode partner addresses and 

structure points using MAF
 Match street centerline data to ID differences, calculate spatial 

accuracy (CE95 method) of partner data using GPS control points





2020 Census Local Update of Census 

Addresses Operation (LUCA)

Participation Options & Schedule

GUPS (Geographic Update Partnership Software)

Digital (Commercial GIS/Spreadsheet/Database software)

Paper Address List and Maps
(Available only to governments with < 6000 addresses)   
Background imagery on paper maps?



Who can participate in LUCA

 Active governments

 Federally recognized tribes with a reservation or 
off-reservation trust land

 States and counties

 Cities, towns, boroughs, or villages

(incorporated places)

 Townships and towns (minor civil divisions)
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Why participate in LUCA

Census data are used to:
 Apportion seats in the House of Representatives
 Draw congressional and state legislative districts, school 

districts and voting precincts
 Enforce voting rights and civil rights legislation
 Distribute federal dollars to states
 Inform federal, tribal, state, and local government planning 

decisions
 Inform business and nonprofit organization decisions (e.g., 

where to locate, size of the market)
 Provide population benchmark for nearly every other United 

States survey
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Why LUCA participation is important 
to the 2020 Census

 Improves the Census 
Bureau’s Address List

 The accuracy and 
completeness of the 
address list is critical to 
the success of the 
Census
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2020 Census Local Update of Census 

Addresses Operation (LUCA)
A once-a-decade-opportunity for designated representatives to 

review the addresses that will be used to conduct the Decennial 

Census

 Provide Single, Simplified Option:  Title 13, Full Address List Review
 Reduce the number of deleted LUCA records in field verification 

activities
 Reduce the burden and the complexity of LUCA

 Provide ungeocoded (no geographic coordinate) addresses to State and 
County partners

 Provide address list in more standard formats (.xlsx & .csv)
 Provide address counts by census block in early 2017
 Provide a public geocoding tool 

 Geocode your address list to census block
 Provide census structure coordinates in the census address list 
 Provide processes to accept returns  with partner structure coordinates as 

part of their submission



2020 Census LUCA Schedule
2020 LUCA SCHEDULE

January-February 2017 – Advance Notice mailed to HEOs and other LUCA contacts

March-June 2017 – LUCA Promotional Workshops conducted

July 2017 – Invitation and Registration mailed to HEOs

October 2017 – LUCA Training Workshops begin

February – April 2018 – Participants review and update the Census Bureau’s Address List

August – September 2019 – Deliver Feedback materials

April 1, 2020 – CENSUS DAY

14



 Self-contained GIS software package that allows partners  
with or without GIS software to digitally participate in 
Census geographic programs, including address updates 

 Replaces the MAF/TIGER Partnership Software (MTPS)
 Includes built-in tools and verification checks to ensure your data 

output adheres to program criteria and is formatted correctly 
so it can be accepted and processed by Census

RDP Redistricting Data Program

LUCA Local Update of Census Addresses

PSAP Participant Statistical Areas Program

Census Bureau Geographic Partnership 

Tools

GUPS:  Geographic Update Partnership 

Software

BAS  Boundary & Annexation Survey

PUMA Public Use Microdata Areas 

CQR Count Question Resolution

Supports Geographic Partnership Programs:



The 2020 Census
Key Geographic Partnership Activities 

BAS 2017 - annual invitation to update legal boundaries - December

Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA) Advance Notice sent to Highest Elected Officials (HEO) - January/February 
BAS 2017 deadline to be included in ACS, PEP is March 1 and deadline for updates to be included in next year’s BAS is May 31
LUCA Invitation  to review Master Address File - July
BAS 2018 - annual invitation to update legal boundaries - December

LUCA materials available for review - February (120 days) 
BAS 2018 deadline to be included in ACS, PEP is March 1 and deadline for updates to be included in next year’s BAS is May 31
Participant Statistical Areas Program (PSAP) materials  available for review  - December 120 days
BAS 2019  - annual invitation to update legal boundaries - December

LUCA Feedback provided to participants - August 
LUCA Appeals Process - October 
BAS 2019 deadline to be included in ACS, PEP is March 1 and deadline for updates to be included in next year’s BAS is May 31
PSAP Verification materials available for review- Fall/Winter
BAS 2020 - annual invitation to update legal boundaries - December

Boundary Validation Program (BVP) maps sent to HEO/Tribal Chair - January
BAS 2020 deadline to be included in ACS, PEP is March 1 and deadline for updates to be included in next year’s BAS is May 31
Census Day – April 1
Apportionment Counts to the President- by December 31
BAS 2021 – annual invitation to update legal boundaries - December

Redistricting Counts to the  State- by March 31

BAS 2021 deadline to be included in ACS, PEP is March 1 and deadline for updates to be included in next year’s BAS is May 31

BAS 2022 - annual invitation to update legal boundaries - December



Thank youContact Information:

Sara Cassidy – sara.b.cassidy@census.gov

Nathan Jones – nathan.jones@census.gov

mailto:sara.b.cassidy@census.gov
mailto:nathan.jones@census.gov

